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DEVELOPMENTS IN AFGHAN] 



1. IN ADDITION TO DISCUSSING MIDDLE FAST . PERSIAN GULF ANH 

LIBYAN-EGYPTIAN UNITY (SEE SEPTELSV 

'EXPRESSED INTEREST IN RECENT 
*N. 

■ " —3 

? IF WE HAD ANY UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION 

CONCERNING RECENT ~CQ*UP IN AFGHANISTAN. HE'NOTED THAT ACCORDING 
TO HIS INFORMATION IT APPEARED THAT COUP WAS MOTIVATED 
PRIMARILY BY" INTERNAL CONSIDERATIONS ALTHOUGH NEW REGIME 
APPEAREO TO "FAVOR*' THE SOVIETS. IRAN, HOWEVER, HAS SEEN 
EXPRESSING CONCERN ABOUT POSSIBLE SOVIET INVOLVEMENT. I 
INDI-^ATrn THAT TO THE BESTJDF MY KNOWLEDGE IT APPEARED THAT COUP 
WASj 'CAUSED 8Y INTERNAL PRESSURES. 

AT SAME TIME I WAS AWARET~OT REPORTS OF COUP LEADER- DAUO'S 
PRO-SOVIET BIAS. IN AfcQf £VEJ4T, .USG 
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JSG IS RESERVING ITS OPINION 
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WHILE FOLLOWING DEVELOPMENTS CLOSELY v 7 , t 

3., JTHIS WAS CORRECT HAY TO PROCEED IN 

viEtrOr PAUCITY OF: INFORMATION COMING OUT OF? AFGHANISTAN AT 
THIS TIME. HE CONTINUED. *TKAT IF ONE WERE. TO JUMP TO CONCLUSIONS 
ABOUT POSSIBLE SOVIET INVOLVEMENT, THIS MIGHT UNWITTINGLY KELP 
THE SOVIETS BY CHARACTERIZING NEW REGIME AS .PRO-SOVIET WHEN IT 
ACTUALLY IS NOT. "" 
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IfHIS IS A SERIOUS DEVELOPMENT, ON£ WHICH IS 

DISQUIETING SMALLER STATES WHICH HAVE ALWAYS LOOKED TO USG AND 
FREE WORLO FOR SUPPORT. 
SEEL YE . - f 
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